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MRS. DITA H. KINNEY 

Perhaps the most conspicuous woman in the nursing profession 
to-day is Mrs. Dita H. Kinney, who is in charge of the Nurse Corps of 
the United States Army. 

Mrs. Kinney is a native of New York State, and received her edu- 
cation at Mills College, California. She was married in 1874, but was 
left a widow four years later, with one son. She graduated from the 
Training-School of the Massachusetts General Hospital in 1892. 

Mrs. Kinney's first work after graduating was in the lecture field. 
In several cities in New England she gave series of lectures on nursing 
subjects that were very successful. For three years Mrs. Kinney was 
employed by the Massachusetts Emergency Hygienic Association of 
Boston to carry on a peculiar line of work for them, which consisted 
in teaching the poor mothers residing in the tenement-houses the funda- 
mental principles of hygiene and of the care of their children, lecturing 
to associations of young women connected with churches, Christian 
Associations, etc., also starting the work of training attendants for as- 
sistants to trained nurses. As this engagement only occupied her eight 
months in the year, Mrs. Kinney carried on the same line of work during 
the summer months in several other cities. In institutional work Mrs. 
Kinney has been connected with the Almshouse Hospital on Long 
Island, Boston Harbor; the City and County Hospital, St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, and the French Hospital, San Francisco. 

Mrs. Kinney has also done some private nursing. She entered the 
army at the outbreak of the Spanish- American War, and was stationed 
at the Presidio, but was released from this detail to assume charge of a 
convalescent home for soldiers which was established by the Bed Cross 
ladies in the foot-hills back of Oakland, remaining until the home was no 
longer needed and was closed. She then returned to her old position at 
the French Hospital, where she remained for eight months, but, finding 
conditions impossible, she again resigned and reentered the army, where 
she served as operating-room nurse for one year at the Presidio. 

When the Government Hospital at Nagasaki was projected, which 
was to have been an eighteen-hundred-bed affair, for the sick of the allied 
troops from China, having been recommended for promotion, she was 
given the appointment of chief nurse. The arrangements went so far 
that the medical supplies were on the dock, the commanding officer had 
left San Francisco, and a body of ten nurses had been sent from the 
East, when the scheme was abandoned. Then followed a short detail as 
chief nurse at Fort Bayard, New Mexico, from which place she was 
ordered to report to the Surgeon- General in Washington, where she was 
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offered the position made vacant by Dr. McGee's resignation, the charge 
of the Army Nurse Corps. 

Mrs. Kinney is unquestionably a woman of culture and experience. 
Her professional training is of the best. She has occupied executive 
positions creditably, and she is familiar from hard experience with the 
existing conditions in the army. She would seem to be an ideal woman 
for this most difficult position, and she should receive the most cordial 
support of the women of her profession. 



THE DUTIES OF AN OPERATING-ROOM NURSE 

By MARTHA LUCE 

Boston 

The duties of an operating-room nurse, especially if they include 
the care of the sterilizing-room, are very numerous. They require a 
knowledge of the principles of asepsis, careful attention to details, and 
much forethought in the preparation of supplies. 

The care of the operating-room includes dusting with clean, damp 
cloths, polishing of glass, tables, and utensils, careful supervision of 
floor-scrubbing and metal-polishing, and the regulation of the tempera- 
ture and ventilation of the room. In addition to the daily cleaning, it is 
desirable to use a solution of corrosive sublimate (1 to 3000) before an 
operation, especially before a laparotomy, and all basins to be used for 
sterile water or any of the antiseptic solutions should be thoroughly 
cleansed with the same strength of corrosive solution. 

All bottles of solutions and jars of dressings must be kept filled, and 
there must be a supply of bandages (gauze and cotton rollers), pins, and 
sterile gauze and cotton. Sterile glass irrigating-tubes, catheters, and 
vaginal douche tubes are kept in ninety-five per cent, alcohol, also a few 
rubber drainage-tubes. 

The surgeons' retiring-room must be kept in perfect order, and 
supplied with soap, nail-brushes, orange-wood sticks, and towels. Special 
nail-brushes are reserved for laparotomies. Each one is pinned up in 
a piece of compress, boiled twenty minutes, and kept in corrosive subli- 
mate solution (1 to 3000). 

In the sterilizing-room are usually kept supplies of sterile goods, 
rubber gloves, ligatures, needles, dressings, and salt-solution, and here 
the nurse makes most of her preparations. Gowns, sheets, towels, and 
sponges have to be folded in the regulation way and pinned securely in 
a double thickness of cotton cloth, each package being marked to specify 



